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DearI fi -~

This is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof youc naval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode,section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 2 September1999. Your allegationsof errorand
injusticewere reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand procedures
applicableto the proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby the Board
consistedof yourapplication, togetherwith all material submittedin supportthereof,your
naval recordandapplicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record,the Board foundthat the
evidencesubmittedwasinsufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

TheBoard found that you underwenta pre-separationphysicalexaminationon 19 May 1987,
and werefoundphysically qualified for separation. You did not discloseanypotentially
disqualifying conditions,and nonewere notedby theexaminingphysician. You completeda
Reportof MedicalHistory on 3 October1987, in connectionwith yourenlistmentin the
Marine CorpsReserve,anddenieda history of shortnessof breath,pain or pressurein chest,
andpalpitationor poundingheart. On 10 February1994, theDepartmentof Veterans
Affairs (VA) deniedyour requestfor serviceconnectionfor paroxysmalatrial tachycardia.
On 15 January1999, the VA reversedits earlierdecision,and awardedyou a 30% rating for
the aforementionedcondition. TheVA determined,afterresolvingreasonabledoubrin your
favor, that the conditionwasprobablycongenitalin nature,but first manifestedduring your
servicein the Marine Corps.

TheBoardnoted that unlike the military departments,the VA awardsdisability ratings
withoutregardto the issueof fitnessfor military service. It notedthat paroxysmalatrial
tachycardiais not unfitting perse, andconcludedthat althoughyou may havesufferedfrom



that conditionprior to your separationfrom theMarine Corps, you havenot demonstrated
that it renderedyou unfit to performthedutiesof youroffice, grade,rankor rating at that
time. Accordingly,your applicationhasbeendenied. Thenamesand votesof themembers
of the panelwill be furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof your casearesuchthat favorableactioncannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havetheBoard reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby theBoard. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on theapplicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


